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CurnicaL Recorpbs. 


Recently we called attention to the paucity of 
English clinical records as far as bovine practice is 
concerned, naming quarter-ill and digestive dis- 
orders as instances. In response, Mr. Villar con- 
tributed a note upon another subject—fracture of 
the humerus -- which formed an excellent illustra- 
tion of the help which a simple clinical report may 
be to every practitioner. ery little has been 
written upon the treatment of fractured humerus ; 
and probably many practitioners have never con- 
sidered the advisability of treating it at all. Yet the 
three cases treated by Mr. Villar all proved worth 
treating, and in two the recoveries were excellent. 
Indeed, it is very possible that, as suggested by Mr. 
Waters in a succeeding note, veterinarians are 
often apt to be too unfavourable in their prognosis 
of fractures generally, both in cattle and young 
horses. If so, an improvement in our practice 
can only be made by the publication of the results 
of men who have attempted treatment most fre- 
quently. And, though such fractures are seen 
hy every country practitioner, and it would 
undoubtedly be advantageous to treat them suc- 
cessfully whenever possible, they are far from 
being the most important cases in everyday prac- 
tice. or the only common ones upon which little 
has been written. The number of “ everyday prac- 
tical subjects,” as they are often called, which even 
the most experienced clinician would be better fitted 
to deal with by an abundance of clinical records, is 
simply countless. 

Mr. A.J. Beckett bas had the opportunity of 
taking the temperature in two cases of quarter-ill in 
the early stages, before diagnosis was possible. 

its are in direct conflict with the new view 


servations could be made—especially in the 
earlier stages—we should find the text-bcok teach- 
ing much more in accordance with the facts than 
the new idea that quarter-ill infection is practically 
without influence upon the temperature. That 
view is after all founded upon only a few observa 
tions ; those of Mr. Beckett, it is true, are still 
fewer; and a goodly number of records, more than 
can be made by one man, are necessary before we 
can arrive at the truth. One man’s experience is 
never sufficient for his own needs as a clinician : 
he must profit by the experience of others, to 
whom he owes it, in turn, to record his own ex- 
perience for the common benefit. 


ILLNESS OF THE PRESIDENT R.C.V.S. 


We regret to learn that Mr. 8. Locke has been eer. 
indisposed, and unable to attend to business for 


TEMPERATURE IN BLACK QUARTER. 


I am recording this case because of the difference 
of opinion regarding the temperature in this disease, 
also because of the age of the animal. 

Subject.—A pedigree Devon heifer just turned 
three years of age. The animal calved on Feb. Ist 
last and appeared to be in perfect health until the 
4th inst. I was called in to see her at 10 a.m., and 
found her down, disinclined to get up, and tem- 
perature 105-3 F. Symptoms had not yet developed 
sufficiently to form a positive diagnosis. 

I saw her again 6 p.m. She was now very 
lame, breathing distressed, and slight swelling of 
muscles of one quarter. Temp 105 1 F. 

She died early next morning. I made a t- 
mortem examination and found typical black. 
quarter lesions, characteristic odour, etc. 

It seems very extraordinary that veterinary sur- 
geons should have different opinions about the tem- 
perature of this disease, which probably causes 
more-loss to stockowners in this country than any 
other infectious disease. 

Bath. J.J. AVESTON, M.R.C.V.S. 


STRONGYLUS ARMATUS. 


I have repeatedly noticed in fatal cases of colic 
arising from aneurism of the mesenteric artery 
cau by the S. armatus that the rectal tempera- 
ture is very high, and this is so constant that I 
take it asa p incipal aid to diagnosis in cases of 
abdominal pain, where I cannot trace any errors in 
feeding. 

In Neumann-Macqueen’s work on parasites it is 
stated “that the rectal temperature is high and 
the mucous membranes pale,” but my experience 
is that the temperature is the most constant 
symptom. 

I am induced to write this note from a case I 
had yesterday in a yearling shire colt which died 
after 12 hours acute abdominal pain. The rectal 
temperature an hour before death being 108°8 F. 
This being the highest temperature I have ever re- 
corded in horses. 

On post-mortem examination the aneurism with 
its adberent surrounding connective tissue was the 
size of a cocoa nut. Large numbers of the worm 
were present in the softened débris filling the 
aneurism. The condition of the double colon was 
soriking, it was completely covered with blood 
spots from the size of a pea downwards, and no 
two spots were more than half-an-inch apart. A 
similar spotted condition was noticed under the 
skin over the region of the loins and each side of 
the neck. T. G. Heatiey, M.R.C.V.8. 

Woodbridge, Feb. 7th. 
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ABSTRACT FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


A CoOnTRIBUTION TO THE StupDy OF JOHNE’s DISEASE. 


Olaf Bang, Copenhagen, has recently announced 
that cattle suffering from Johne's disease do not 
react to ordinary tuberculin (unless coincidently 
affected with tuberculosis), but do react to a tuber- 
culin prepared from the bacilli of avian tubercu- 
losis. H. Horne, assistant to the Laboratory of 
Veterinary Pathology at Christiania, now publishes 
some independent observations upon Johne's disease 
which, though only concerning one animal, are 
nevertheless extremely interesting and suggestive. 

The subject was a female calf, which became the 
property of the laboratory on April 2, 1908, being 
then about a fortnight old. For the two days 
following her arrival this calf was fed with intes- 
tinal mucous membrane from a cow affected 
with Johne’s disease, the material being crushed in 
a mortar and given mixed with milk. Six weeks 
later this feeding experiment was repeated, but this 
time the mucous membrane given was derived 
from a different cow. Since that time the calf has 
remained apparently healthy, and has grown and 
increased in weight normally ; but occasionally she 
has suffered from attacks of diarrhoea, which have 
always passed off in a few days. It has never 
been possible to demonstrate acid-fast hacilli in the 
animal’s dung with certainty. . 

Afterwards Horne heard, from Olaf Bang him- 
self, of the latter’s results with avian tuberculin in 
Johne’s disease, and determined to try its effects on 
this calf, which was then about a year old. On 
March 10th, 1909, he injected 2 c.c. of concentrated 
avian tuberculin dissolved in sterile water subcu- 
taneously into the neck. A positive reaction fol- 
lowed. Immediately before the injection the tem- 
on was 101°8 F.; eight hours later it was 

03-6 F., and afterwards it continued to rise to 
104, 105-4, and 105-6 F., finally becoming normal 
again 24 hours after the injection. 

Three weeks later, on April 2nd, 1909, Horne 
tested the animal with ordinary tuberculin subcu- 
taneously, using half a gramme of Koch’s “old” 
tuberculin. No reaction followed, and the animal 
was therefore not tuberculous. 

Horne now determined to test for the oculo- 
reaction with avian tuberculin, and accordingly, on 
April 5th (three days after the ordinary tuberculin 
test) he instilled two drops of the same avian 
tuberculin that he had employed subcutaneously 
during the previous month into the conjunctival eac 
of the left eye. This was done about midday ; and 
four or five hours later an attendant observed that 
this eye was watery and abnormal, but did not 
examine it further. 

Horne saw the animal the next day, and found 
the eye normal, but upon ery this report he 
determined to repeat the test, and follow its results 
more closely. 

Eight days later, on Apri! 13th, he again instilled 
avian tuberculin into the left eye. 


yellowish-white muco-purulent clot was observed at 
the inner canthus of the eye ; and the conjunctiva, 
at behind the lower eyelid, was red, injected, 


and filled with a muco-serous liquid. Nothing ab- 
normal could be seen in the right eye. About three 
hours later, the reaction seemed to be subsiding, 
and the next day the eye was normal again. 

A control animal, which had not of course been 
fed with infective material, was also simultaneously 
similarly tested with the same avian tuberculin, 
without any positive appearances of reaction. 

Horne now attempt the cutaneous 
test with avian tuberculin, and did so on June 17, 
1909, performing the test upon the posterior aspect 
oi the thigh. The skin was shaved-and well 
cleansed with soap and water, and two separate 
portions, an upper and a lower, of the hairless sur- 
face were superficially scarified without drawin 
blood. Concentrated avian tuberculin was pis | 
to the lower scarified area, but not to the upper. 
The next day the lower area was rose-red and 
somewhat swollen, while the upper one was” pale 
and appeared perfectly normal. There was no 
elevation of temperature. The cutaneous reaction 
lasted some days, the gradual return of the in- 
flamed skin to its normal colour and thickness 
being accompanied by-copious desquamation of the 
superficial epithelium. 

A control animal, similarly tested at the same 
time, gave absolutely no appearances of reaction. 

A further test with avian tuberculin was made 
on June 25th, 1909, the cutaneous and ophthalmic 
tests this time being applied simultaneously. No 
cutaneous reaction followed, but a very marked 
ocular one was observed. About six hours after 
the application of tuberculin, the eye could be seen 
clearly to be inflamed even at some distance. The 
conjunctiva was violently reddened, with marked 
peripheral injection of the sclerotic ; lachrymation 
was profuse; the eyelashes were clogged; and 
there was abundant mucus and purulent fluid 
under the lower eyelid and at the inner cantbus. 
Acute as was the reaction, the eye was quite normal 
again the next day. 

Finally, Horne again tested the animal subeu- 
taneously, with avian tuberculin some time after- 
wards, this time using a dose of only 35 centi- 
grammes. The result was an ordinary, though 
small reaction-curve (the temperature verging on 
101°5 F. before injection, and reaching 103-1 F. 
eee with local swelling at the site of inocu- 
ation. 

The intradermic method of testing has not yet 
been applied to this animal. 

At the time Horne wrote what may be called his 
“interim report” of this heifer, she was about 
twenty months old, and except for the few previ- 
ously mentioned ing attacks of diarrhoea, had 


always maintained good health. 

Horne is evidently strongly inclined to 
her as really affec with Johne’s disease, pre 
he expresses surprise that its main symptom should 
have remained so long in almost total abeyance. 
He suggests, however, that this may appear later. 


About 4} hours after the instillation, a small 


results as indiea- 


In the meantime he regards his 
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ting that cattle suffering from Jobne’s disease 


probably react to the cutaneous and ocular tests 
with avian tuberculin, as well as to the hypodermic 


method. 
Tests of these methods upon naturally affected 
animals have yet to be made. 


ciation would consist of representatives of local societies. 
| That is to say, the spending body would be the collecting 
body. And wherein is the difference according to the 
Amendment in the control the affiliated Associations 
over the age 

r. McKenny sure es up a@ very strange position 
when he speaks of the encouragement of research as 


Of course, Horne reserves his final judgment of | leading to “a fairly lucrative appointment. for so ne 


the condition of this heifer until after she is slaugh- 
tered. He does not say how long he intends to 
keep her alive. 

He concludes by mentioning that he bas also 
made trial (presumably upon the same animal) 
of tuberculin prepared from the tubercle bacilli of 
cold-blooded animals, and also with a “ tuberculin ” 
prepared from acid-fast bacilli from Norwegian 
butter. With these he has had no elevation of 


temperature, but local effects, as swelling at the) 


site of inoculation, have appeared.— Berliner Tier. 
Woch. 
W. R. C. 


UNION OF VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


In the number of the Veterinary Record for February 
5th is published what purports to be a my to my 
criticism of the suggestions made by the Veterinary 
Medical Association of Ireland. In this reply, it is fair 
to assume, Mr. McKenny musters all his forces of defence. 
If this assumption is correct, you will perhaps permit me 
to criticise Mr. McKenny’s es If the assumption is 
not correct, it is only reasonable to provide Mr. McKenny 
with grounds upon which to base further arguments in 
favour of his Amendment. 

In the first place, it is manifestly unfair to call the 
Amendment “the Second Scheme.” The Schemeas now 
before the Societies has evidently been drawn up after 
much labour on the part of the Committee who have 
charge of it. To take the Scheme, make some chan 
in it, rearrange its clauses and then call the result the 
Second Scheme is scarcely the right thing to do. The 
name however is of no moment ; but I should still prefer 
to call the origmal scheme “The Scheme” an 
alterations “the Amendment.” 

r. McKenny again raises the bogey that a reconstitu- 
ted National Veterinary Association would interfere with 
the rights of the existing Societies. It has been pointed 
out more than once by Dr. Charnock Bradley that there 


is no intention of tampering with the internal working | 


the | adopted in the Second 


scientists.” Encouragement of research by grants to 
“assist in covering expenses is a vastly different thing 
from making lucrative appointments. The same re- 
marks apply to the provision of occasional district lec- 
nother y is in rai in saying t ; 
| duties of Sho Pationusien Committee of the Royal Col- 
lege of Veterinary Surgeons would be usu , y 
attempt by any organisation to interfere with the rights 
and privileges of the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 
| geons would be suicidal, and those who have charge of 
the Scheme, we may be well assured, are alive to this, 

It is scarcely necessary to reply to the criticism 
levelled at the plan for a Defence Fund, for we have 
been told not long ago that there is no idea of starting a 
fund in — to the existing bodies which carry 
on this work. We have been informed quite recently 
that the idea was to provide for the administration of a 
fund in the hope that ening bodies might combine 
with the National Veterinary Association. 

In what way does Mr. McKenny see it difficult or im- 
— to make arrangements with skilled and pro- 
essed bacteriologists whereby members of the Associa- 
tion might obtain expert opinion on pathological 
material? It is surely the simplest matter to arrange 
with bacteriologists in different parts of the country 
for examinations, at reduced fees, of material sent by 
members. ; 

I confess myself unable to follow the sonnei con- 
tained in the seventh and eighth paragraphs of Mr, 
McKenny’s communication. The following sentence ap- 
pears to me to be self-contradictory. “These are some 
of the exactly defined objects set forth in the First 
scheme, which have been carefully avoided in the com- 
pilation of the Second scheme for the reasons given, 
and it is not advisable to confine the objects in such a 
manner, especially as these and all other matters can be 
included in broad and ive terms such as have been 
the original). ’t this mean, if it means anything, 
that the objects of the Scheme are accepted as the 
objects of the Amendment, notwithstanding the fact that 
had severely and criticised these 
oO in the preceding paragrap 

xception is taken to the rule which provides for the 


of the local societies. This assurance coming from the | free issue of a periodical to members of the Association. 


Chairman of the Committee, one would think, is surely 
sufficient. And, from the point of view of an outsider, 
it is difficult to see how the Scheme can affect_the soci- 
eties more than would the Amendment. Let us, in 
charity, take it for granted that the Committee consists 
of honest and truthful men. It is something less than 
kind to regard them as unprincipled ruffians because 
oe happen to be devoting an enormous amount of time 
and thought to a scheme which, it is fair to presume, 
they consider to be good for the profession in general, 
and for the individual societies in particular. 

In the same paragraph (the second paragraph of Mr. 
rae reply) fear, nay the conviction, is exp’ 
that the local societies would have to collect money for 
the National Veterinary Association to spend any way 
it pleased. Do I understand the scheme correctly when 
I assume that the reorganised “ National” woudd be the 
Combined local societies ? If I am correct in this—and 
there is, to my mind, no other interpretation to be put 
on the scheme—wherein lies the about monies 
Moreover, the Council of the National Veterinary 


It is objected that to run a periodical on commercial 
lines in opposition to the existing periodicals would be 
an injudicious procedure. There are obviously two 
fallacies in the objection. First, the conduct of a 
periodical by an Association is far different from the 
publication of a journal by an individual or a firm. The 
making of a profit by an Association would not mean 
that each member would receive his due proportion in 
money. If no monetary profit were made it would not 
materiaily matter. Even in the remote possibility of a 
loss being incurred, it would not be the same to the 
individual member of an Association as it would to the 
shareholders of a company. Secondly, I think I am 
correct in saying that no mention has made by the 
Committee of starting a periodical in opposition to the 
existing professional papers. 
Judging from published reports, the next 

of Mr. McKenny’s communication is absolutely un- 
warranted. He says, “The rules of the First scheme 
have been fully discussed by some very influential asso- 


Asso- ' ciations, and they have come to the conclusion that it 
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is im i ” Two Societies, including the one 
were for the Amendment, have come to some 
such conelusion. The Royal Counties Society did so 
by a pony Magen was morally not a majority. If we 
may trust veterinary papers, all the rest of the 


YORKSHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


The annual meeting took place at the Hotel Metro- 


Societies which have discussed the scheme have signified pole, Leeds, on Friday, Jan. 28th. Mr. H. G. Bowes, 


their approval of the principles of the scheme by making 


8 tions. Unless Mr. McKenny has informasion not | \exsrs. J. A. Hodgman, Barnsley ; and S. E. Sampson, | 


ident, occupied the chair. There were also present : 


available to the ordinary readers of the veterinary press, | 

he would have been well advised not to have made the wey 

above assertion. I feel sure it will be resented by all] W, Mason, and s. Wharam, Leeds; J. M. Bell. 
\ Ellison, i 


fair-minded members of the profession, as being an wn-| Brighouse; P. Deighton, Selby; A. 


and W. 


fair attempt to bias their opinions and place obstacles} Hamilton, Harrogate ; Lloyd-Jones, Doncaster ;_ J. Me- 
in the way of those who are working on behalf of the} Kinna, Huddersfield ; W. F. Pawlett, York ; G. White- 
Scheme. Personally, I regret exceedingly that Mr. Me-| head Batley ; J. S. Woodrow, Swinefleet ; A. W.N. 
Kenny—in a moment, I am sure, of forgetfulness—| pjjjers, Sheffield. 


should have done his own cause an injury in this way. 


The Hon. Sec., Mr. J. Clarkson, Garforth, was un- 


Perhaps it would be well for all who have read the state- | fortunately unable to attend owing to iilness, and the 
ment to try and remove it from their memories. meeting decided to send him a telegram of s mpathy. 
by Mr, 


The next four praaphe of Mr. McKenny’s article 

are very illuminating. The 

really not convinced that the Amendment is better than, 

or even as as, the Scheme. Reading these para- 

graphs carefully it is clear that Mr. McKenny has put 
is 


On the motion of Mr. Crawfo’ seconded 


y seem to show that he is | \ason, the minutes were taken as read and adopted. 


New MEMBERS. 
Messrs. J. A. Dixon, Leeds ; W. Hamitron, Harro- 


personal convictions on one side in deference to the| gate; and R. E. Ber~py, Otley, were elected on the 
desires of others. Evidently he has been persuaded | motion of Mr. Crawford, seconded by Mr. McKinna. 


that his duty towards his country and his country’s 
veteri associations, is to put away his own inclina- 
tions work for others. Bo 

Mr. McKenny in high esteem. No nobler act could 


Some discussion took place on the coming election of 


the Council of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 


r this I, for one, hold | and theadvisability of getting as much support as possi- 
ble in favour of the re-election of Mr. Mason. To that 


have been performed. Unfortunately, it is open to| end it was decided to amalgamate with the Lancashire 
question whether his loyalty and self-denial have not|}and Eastern Counties- Societies, and the Liverpool 
led him into supporting the wrong cause. All who| Society, and also with the Midland Society if that body 
know him will continue to hope that in the near future | should so desire. 


Mr. McKenny, and those with whom he is co-operating, 


The PRESIDENT then submitted a motion to nominate 


will come to see that the Amendment is not quite so} Mr. Mason for re-election. He paid a tribute to Mr. 
a thing as they have succeeded in persuading them- | Mason’s long and distinguished service on the Council, 


selves to think it is. 


and to the respect in = he was held by that body. 


From his remarks on the business of the annual meet- | Mr. Bowman seco: 


ing or conference, it is evident that Mr. McKenny 


Mr. McKrnna, supporting, testified to Mr. Mason’s 


— realises that the constitution of the w seigen oe interest in the work of the Council. Mr. Mason had 
set fort isi t- 


in the Amendment, makes no provision w 


been President of the College, and he was now Chairman . 


-soever for the discussion of subjects which Mr. McKenny | of the Finance Committee. 


himself regards as one of the utmost importance. I was 
careful to point out in my criticism that, by the amended 
constitution, the annual meeting has nothing to do with 


The motion was carried unanimously, and in return- 
ing thanks Mr. Mason said he had hoped to withdraw 
this year, but under pressure he had consented to stand 


” or scientific discussions. Nor is it probable = He had a was still, a strong upholder 
of 


that the annual meeting would be attended by any one 
but the Conjoint Council ; for the ordinary member of 
an Affiliated Association can only be present on invita- 
tion ; and, when 
If the Conjoint Council at the annual meeting wishes 
to discuss some point privately, the ordinary member 


cannot claim to be present and express his views, how- — and discord. a, oof 
r. ro 


ever nearly the matter may touch his interests. 

_ That a fixed subscription from each Association, 
irrespective of its numerical strength, is not right, is 
shown by the weakness of Mr. cKenny’s argument. 
An association is rich because it has many members. 
A large and rich association cannot for a moment be 
compared with a rich man. int referring to the 
animal appetites of individuals is obviously beside the 


question. 

_ The concluding phs of Mr. McKenny’s commun- 
ication are masterly. tead of answering the numerous 
objections which were raised to the Amendment, Mr. 


McKenny wishes to persuade himself and his readers, 


he Parliamentary Bill. How long that Bill was to be 
hung up he did not know, but it was ready to be re- 
introduced whenever a favourable opportunity should 


present, has no right to speak or vote. non itself. The Bill, however, had been whittled 


own to suit the ideas of its ype its oters 
d go th without 


being most anxious that it sho’ 


. Fletcher, of an ex-president, 
wrote resigning his membership of the Society on 
account of age and infirmity. Mr. McKinna now inti- 
mated that at the next meeting he would move that Mr. 
Fletcher, who had been a member for many years should 
be elected an hon. associate. (Hear, hear.) 

The PResipENT thinking it was proper that 
Mr. Fletcher’s excellent services uld be thus recog- 


nised. 

Mr. A. N. Foster, of Sheffield, who has accepted a 
Pitts of and both were regretfully eneogied. 

r. C. Pitts, 0 le, an were acce 

The PRESIDENT, in the course of a short _ en on 
the work of the year, took the opportunity of thanking 
the members for electing him a second time to the chair. 


the Congress), and of Mr. Clarkson, the local Secretary. 
Proceeding, he said : i 
politics have rather quietened down. much vexed 
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i many ; but, luckily, it will be ineffectual in convincing 
ih a soun -thinking profession. _ | Bespoke o e successitul meetings of the Nationa 
i To my mind there is good reason to hope that his| Veterinary Association in Harrogate last July, and 
NE soundness of judgment and far-seeing —_ for the 
it interests of his profession, will ultimately bring Mr. 
ie McKenny to give the Scheme, and not the Amendment, ‘ 
his whole-hearted support. Vis UNITA FORTIOR. 
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uestion of the new Bill has, owing to uncertainty in 
the political world, for the time being been allowed to 
stand over ; but, nothing can be done until 
the new Parliament settles down to work, evidence still 
accumulates that it is absolutely essential to the well 
being of the R.C.V.S. that some measure should 
to provide the College with more funds. 
Hear, hear). At present the College is — 
ally on its savings, and this cannot continue i nitely. 
n the question arises again it is sincerely to 
hoped that the Royal College will havea united profess- 
ion behind it, for it must be acknowledged that most of 
the opposition to the Bill has arisen from internal tis- 
sensions. Let us endeavour to forget past differences, 
and remembering our motto, “Vis unita fortior,” go for- 
ward with a united front, aiming only for the general 
welfare of the profession. 

Another question of considerable interest to the profess- 
ion which has arisen during the past year is the 
reconstruction of the National Veterinary Assocition and 
amalgamation with it of the local veterinary societies. 
This, I know, is a proposition which has not received 
the unanimous support of the profession, and, therefore, 
in a non-contentious address such as this necessarily is, 
I shall not make further reference to it than to say that 
if such a scheme is ticable—and personally I see no 
reason why it should not be—it will, I believe, receive 
the support of every member who has the welfare of the 

fession at heart. The opposition to the scheme is, I 
lieve, mainly due to the doubt as to its practicability, 
and is directed more to the details. 

The scheme is undoubtedly still capable of -consider- 
able amendment, and I feel sure that its promotors will 
welcome any amendment which will tend to the promo- 
tion of its success. 

In regard to our relations with public work, certain 

islative measures were introduced during the past year 
which would have increased our sphere of usefulness to 
the community at large, icularly in regard to Mr. 
Burns’ Milk and Dairies Bill and the Tuberculosis Order 
of the Board of Agriculture. These measures would 
have been beneficial both to the profession and to the 
milk consuming public. 

Owing to various circumstances, both were withdrawn 
for the time being. Possibly we may see them reintro- 
duced during the coming session. Personally, though I 
have every confidence in the sound common sense of the 
President of the Local Government Board, I should 
have greater confidence in the tical nature of meas- 
ures controlled or introdu by that Board for the 
control of milk and for the prevention of tnbercle infect- 
ed milk from being marketed, if there was a veterinary 
advisor at the Local Government Board.” 

The PRESIDENT was cordially thanked for his address. 

A circular was received from the Royal Institute of 
Public Health relating to the conference at Birkenhead 
in July, and the Chairman was elected a delegate to 
attend the Congress. 


NoriFicATION FEEs. 

A brief discussion, initiated by Mr. G. E. Bowman, 
took place in regard to the fee for notification under the 
Diseases of Animals Acts, 1894. Mr. Bowman said 
had received a leaflet from the Board of Agriculture 
stating amongst other things that the fee must not 
“exceed ” 2/6 for each notification. He said the profes- 
sion ought to insist- “—— the maximum, if possible. 
said the Sheffield Corporation had fixed 

ee at 1/6. 


A QUESTION OF DIAGNOSIS. 

Mr. BowMAN next gave particulars of a case to which 
he had been called at Sir vohn Thursby’s, Malton. It 
was a case of a valuable two-year-old, half-brother to 
“Yellow Slave.” The owner had just been bid a high 


besarte te He found the colt in a serious condition, 


as if it had twisted its bowel. Mr. Murray and Mr. 
Pickering were attending it and had done all that was 
They had colt in hot blankets, 

inj i given it colic drinks. The 


njected 
be | colt died on the following day. A post mortem examin- 


ation indicated that the bowel was not twisted, but 
there was extensive inflammation of the large bowel, he 
was at a loss to account for the illness. The animal 
had the best of food—not cooked—and had been exer- 
cised only a short time before it was taken ill which was 
the day before it died. 

Annual DINNER. 


BowEs the chair at the followed, 
amongst the guests nt were Mr. F. W. Garnett 
(Windemere), Mr. W. Woods (Wigan), Mr. W. E. Farr 


Mr. Lloyd Jones. 
Mr. W. E. Farr gave “ The Royal College of Veteri- 
nary Surgeons,” and in doing so recounted the salient 
features of the Parliamentary Bill. He did not see why 
there should be any objection whatever to the impost 
of a guinea per member, seeing that the money would 
assist in consolidating the work of the College and in 
research work, which would be of greatest benefit to the 
profession as a whole (hear, hear). After all, the busy 
practitioner had not much time to devote himself to 
scientific research of the kind contemplated by the Bill. 
He thought it was an exceedingly wise step, moreover 
that a Company carrying on veterinary ice sho 

be put in the same position as an individual and be 
sub to the same professional rule (hear, hear). 

r. F. W. Garnett replying to the toast said theirs 
was the only scientific or learned profession which did 
not exact from its members an annual fee of some de- 
scription. He reminded his hearers that Sir John 
M‘Fadyean had taken charge of the Parliamentary 
and he felt sure that in his able hands it would be carri 
into law, if not in the present Parliament at any rate in 
some future Parliament. Another question which was 
agitating the veterinary world was whether a veterinary 
surgeon ought to be placed on the staff of the Local 
Government Board. mally, he did not think that 
would be a wise step. It would be much better if the 
control that the Local Government Board at present 
exercised over the diseases of animals were transferred 


to the Board of Agriculture, which was assisted by a 


strong veterina y. He thought the profession 
would be well advised to aim at that policy. 

Mr. 8S. WHARAM the toast of “ Public Health 
Authorities,” and said that in Leeds there were two 
veterinary sogsiatnes’s under the City Council, one 
under the Medical Officer, and another directly under 
the Sanitary Committee, and the arrangement worked 
very satisfactorily. He believed Leeds had been in the fore- 
front in sanitary measures of this kind. He added that it 
had been proposed to form a class for dairy cattle which 
had the tuberculin test, at the coming Yorkshire 
Show in Leeds. It was a new idea, and referred partic- 


he | ularly to dairy cattle. He did not know whether it 


would be approved by the Committee of the Show. That 
body saw difficulties in the way, but personally he h 
those difficulties would not be found to be insuperab! 
Mr. G. E. Bowman in responding to the toast said the 
difficulty suggested by the secretary of the Show was 
that the cows might easily be “ faked ” bef but, 
unfortunately, he was afraid that “faking” at 8 
was not a new and unheard of evil. amp 
“rn of Societies” was submi 
r, A. W. Mason, and regret was expressed at en- 
forced absence of Mr. Sam Locke, the President of the 


R.C.VS. 
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Mr. W. Woops (Wigan) replied to the toast, and 
aroused applause by Tetimating that the Lancashire 
a me had decided to support the nomination of the 
Yorkshire candidate for the Council. When they got to 
know, moreover, that Mr. Mason was being proposed 
was sure his Sociéty would go a “ plumper ” for him, 

Mr. A. W. Pitiers (Sheffield) proposed “The 


. Visitors ” and Mr. Frank Crowe responded. 


Mr. Garnett then gave “The Yorkshire Veterinary 


Medical Society.” The President replied. Mr. Bowes 


took the opportunity of explaining in regard to the 
closing passage in his afternoon address that he thought 
a ae should have a place on the staff of 
the Local Government Board so long as that department 
continued to exercise control over animal diseases. He 


. — agreed with Mr. Garnett that it would be better if 


ose powers were transferred to the Board of Agricul- 
ture. He was interested in the proposal to establish a 
new class for dairy cows at the Yorkshire Show for 
animals which were certified to be free from tuberculosis. 
He-did not think the difficulties were insuperable. For 
instance, the owner need not be informed when the test 
was going to be made. He thought owners of sound dairy 
cattle would welcome such a class (hear, hear). 


ROYAL COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The annual general meeting was held on the after- 
noon of Friday, January 28th, at the Great Western 


Hotel, Reading. The President (Mr. Percy J. 
rom 


F.R.C.V.S., Maidenhead), took the chair at 2.15. 
a variety of causes the attendance was small, the follow- 
ing members were present: Messrs. A. L. Butters, 
London, hon. auditor ; George P. Male, Reading, hon. 
sec. and treasurer ; J. C. Coleman, Swindon; F. W. 
pm Wantage ; W. Pauer, Blackwater ; 8. H. Slocock, 
Hounslow ; R. C. Tennant, Windsor ; R. J. Verney, 
Oxford ; D. Wyllie, Staines ; and Mr. W. Hunting, 
London, hon. associate. 
Letters and telegrams were received from the follow- 
ing expressin pret at inability to attend the meeting : 
tt, W. Shipley, T. W. ae , J. East, 
Wil . H. Wilson, L. Barnard, 
an, F.G. Sampson, E. L. 
. A. Todd, G. E. King, W.S. 
este . M. Hunt, or i ajor Cranfo 
and Prof. McCall. 


Tue Late Mr. A. WHEATLEY. 


The Hon. Sec. read a letter from Miss Jessie Flana- 
gan, a niece of the late Mr. Albert Wheatley, addressed 
to Mr. Jas. F. Simpson, who at the time o Mr. Wheat- 
ley’s death was the acting hon. sec. of the Association. 
In it she expressed on behalf of each member of her 
or their ve ind vote of sympathy at the 
meeting held 4n London on November 6th, 1909, and for 
the very beautiful wreath sent as a last token of esteem 
to the memory of one to whose heart the veterinary pro- 
fession was so dear, and who had laboured in it for such 
a number of years. She also thanked Mr. J. F. Simp- 
son for representing the Association at the funeral, and 
for his sympathetic reference to the many losses the 
family had sustained during the last few years. 


Pustic Heattn Sanitrary Institute Con- 
GRESSES. 
Letters were read inviting this Association to appoint 


to attend and take in the deliberations of 
of the Royal of Public Health to 


be held at Birkenhead, July 18th to 23rd, and to the 
Conference and Exhibition of the Royal Sanitary Insti- 
tute in Brighton next September. 

It was unanimously resolved that the President renee, 


he | sent the Association at the Birkenhead 


ead Congress, 

Mr. Butters be delegate to the Brighton Conference : 
and a sum not exceeding £5 5s. was allowed towards 
the expenses of each gentleman inted. 

Hon. Sec. read letters from Messrs. R. Porch, 
E. P. Owen, and W. G. W: resigning their nember- 
ship of the Association ; and on the eropenen of Mr. 
Butters, seconded by Mr. Tennant, the resignations of 
the gentlemen were accepted with regret. 

Mr. G. Upton, M.R.c.v.s., of Epping, was elected a 
member of the Association, on the proposition of the 
President (in the absence of Mr. H. G. Simpson, the 
nominator), seconded by Mr. Slocock, and carried 
unanimously. 

Mr. W. J. Moopy, M.8.c.v.s., of Oxford, was unani- 
mously elected to pang hig on the proposition of the 
President, seconded by Mr. Butters. 


Next MEETING. 
Mr. Hanks moved, and Mr. Tennant seconded that 
sao meeting be held at Oxford on the last Friday 
in April. 


VETERINARY MEDICAL OFrFicer oF Heattu.—By 
Mr. J. C. COLEMAN, M.R.C.V.S. 
[The discussion was adjourned at the last meeting on 
account of Mr. Coleman’s illness]. 


Mr. CoLEMAN now said he would very much like all 
members of Veterinary Medical Associations to a 
proach their respective Members of Parliament on the 
subject, with a view to enlisting their support to the 
roposal for a Veterinary Department of Public Health 
being formed, so that the veterinarian should not be 


W. | subservient, as some wanted him to be, to the medical 


officer. (Hear, hear). He (Mr. Coleman) had alread 
approached the new Member for his Division, Col. 
Calley, who was most enthusiastic on the subject ; and 
the profession might yet be represented in Parliament 
even without a direct agentes nth in the House. He 
could see that unless they worked in the matter the 
— men would completely swamp them. (Hear, 

ear). 

The PRESIDENT suggested that a resolution should be 
passed, and copies sent to the Members of Parliament. 

Mr. CoLEMAN thought it would be better to see their 
representatives and ask them to support something of 
the kind he had indicated in his paper. To be appointed 
under a medical officer would, in his opinion, be very 
objectionable. (Hear, hear.) 

r. Hanks thought that the members of the Associa- 
tion should have a resolution in their hands to present 
to their Member when they interviewed him, as that 
would promote uniformity. 

The IDENT agreed that it would be well for the 


two to savin the expression of their 
opinions back up by a resolution of the Society. 

Mr. ConeMAn added that if a resolution were 
a copy might be sent to other Veterinary Associations 
with the request that they should take like action. 
(Hear, hear). 

Mr. Huntin would not like the task of drawing up 
a resolution or circular on the subject just yet, because 
the thing was so indefinite at the present time. He did 
not quite know what they should ge for in the first 
instance. Did they think it likely, with the Local 
Government Board and the Board of Agriculture already 
in existence, that they could get a Veterinary Medical 
Department established ? 

r. CoLEMAN said his meaning was that a Depart- 

ment should be formed by the Local Government 
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for veterinary officers in the same way that they had a 
Department for Medical Officers of Health. It was not 
ight for medical officers to frame regulations that 
veterinarians had to carry out. They must put their 
foot down firmly, and get the support of their repre- 
sentatives in Parliament. Action was necessary, and 
they must not show apathy. He proposed the following 

resolution : 
“That the members of the Royal Counties Veteri- 
nary Medical Association feel it necessary to show a 
united front in support of the s ted appointment 
of a Veterinary Officer to the Government Board 
to look after Public Health interests with to the 
transmission of diseases between animals and man; and 
further, that each member should interview his Parlia- 
mentary representative and if possible obtain his 
interest on behalf of such appointment.” (Hear, hear.) 
ure in seconding the 


The motion was carried unanimously. 

It was then unanimously resolved, on the proposition, 
of Mr. Hanks, seconded by Mr. Wyllie, “ That the fore- 
going resolution be printed and a copy forwarded to 
each member of this iation and to the Secretaries 
of the other Veterinary Medical Associations.” 


Cases or INTEREST. 


Mr. Paugr submitted for inspection by members a 
dog with a number of warty growths inside the cheeks 
a also on the tongue, some being right at the back, 
which had ed tame within the last three weeks. 

The Hon. Sec, said he had had several such cases, 
some he had excised and others treated medicinally, but 
had found that if left alone the growths went away in a 


' short time without any treatment. 


Mr. PAvER said about two years he removed a 
number from inside the mouth of a bull terrier with 
scissors, and they had not re-appeared. 

Mr. CoLeMAN had had similar experience. 

The Hon. Sec. showed a curious foot which he had 
removed from a hound. About three months ago the 
animal went very lame on one leg, and there was 
swelling, but no crepitation could be heard. She was 
allowed to run about the kennels, and his attention was 
not called to it until a sinus appeared, with a discharge 
from the foot in two places ; and it then occurred to 
him that a splinter of wood or something of the kind 
was causing the discharge. He took the foot off—the 
bitch being only required for stud purposes—and he 
found the specimen before them—a necrotic piece of 
bone, which was quite loose, being separated at both 
ends from the rest, and a new growth ail over the sur- 
face of the surrounding bones. 

The PRESIDENT drew attention to an article, with 
diagrams, which was published in The Field of Jan. 22, 
on the new patent feeding machine brought out by his 
friend Dr, Stansfield Collier with the idea of curing crib- 
biting and wind-sucking in horses. The oats, by a 
special arrangement, were only allowed to trickle through 
in small qnaniiinn, one so kept the horse oceupied. 

Mr. Pauer and Mr. Male were heartily thanked, on 
the proposition of the President, seconded by Mr. Hanks, 
for the interesting cases they had brought before the 
meeting. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 
Mr. Percy J. F.R.C.V.S. 


One of the first duties of a newly elected President of 
this Association is to deliver an inaugural ad 
to my mind this task grows more difficult each year— 
that is to say, to find new matter to introduce. Latter! 
the veterinary periodicals have contained several such 
addresses, and one is almost afraid to touch upon or 


comment on current topics without it being considered 


that one has copied from the effusion of a President of 
some other Society. If, then, my remarks on these sub- 
jects are classed as stale, it must be my excuse that 
veterinary matters, both ayy men and scientific, have 
moved comparatively slowly — the past year. 

In the tirst place, gentlemen, I should like to make a 
‘few remarks on matters close at home, and to start with 
I wish to express to the members of the Royal Counties 
Veterinary Medical Association my deep and heartfelt 
gratitude for the honour they have done me in electing 
me their President. I feel this the more acutely when 
I glance over the records of this Association and note 
how kindly it has always treated the members of the 
Simpson family, I am now the fourth of the Simpsons 
to occupy the Presidential chair, and I only hope I may 
be able to carry out the duties as well as all the past 
Presidents have done. At any rate, gentlemen, you may 
rely on it I shall exercise my endeavours, and if the 
individual members will give me their support 
attending meetings, infusing life into discussions 
bringing forward cases and mortem specimens, I 
trust that at the end of the idential year you will 
not have cause to regret your confidence in electing me. 

The Association is to be congratulated on the choice 
of its new Secretary and Treasurer. In Mr. Male we 
have, I feel sure, a young man full of energy and 
enthusiasm which will be used for the good of the 
Association. An Association’ with so zealous a Secre- 
tary must flourish, and “so mote it be” with the Royal 
Counties. There have been two or three resignations 
during the past year, but on the other hand there have 
been additions to our family, so that we are nearly in 
the same state numerically as at the end of last year. 

Unfortunately, death has removed from our members 
one who we could ill afford to lose, I refer to the late 
Mr. Wheatley. By his decease not only this Association 
but the whole of the i profession has suffered a 
severe loss. Meeting in ing as we are to-day we 
are reminded more than ever of the Mr. Wheatley 
has done for the profession as a whole, and for this 
Association in particular. He was twice its President, 
and was always a regular attendant and enthusiastic 
supporter. There is an old saying that “a good wine 
needs no bush,” and the name of Wheatley was all- 
sufficient to denote a true friend, a good sportsman, 
and a thoroughly practical and scientific veterinary 


8 n. 

With raged to veterinary politics things have moved 
slowly. e Bill is not an accomplished fact yet, but I 
for one trust that the day is near at hand when that 
much discussed but highly desirable Act will become a 


reality. 

Mr. Burns’ Pure Milk Bill has, I hope, only been 
shelved, and will re-appear and confer a much needed 
benefit on the community. Under this Act the veteri- 
nary —— would be brought before the public eye as 
a public health officer even more than he is at present, 
and there is no doubt that members of the profession, 
individually and collectively, mustcontinue to emphasise 
our fitness to undertake responsible positions in dealing 

Among other things political, as apart from scienti 
is that of the standing duties of the Territorial veteri- 
nary officer. There are man — connected with 
this individual which want thorough explanation, his 

ition at this period being still very much in the air. 

e would think by this time that he would have been 
removed from the unattached list, and the regulations 
laid down and a complete Territorial Veterinary Corps 


and | formed. 


We must trust, too, that the Council of the College 
will continue to maintain their vigilance with regard to 
future Bills, and see that the veterinary surgeon is 


placed in his right and r sphere as a guardian of 
the public heal, 
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The International Veterinary 
been held are undoubtedly stepping 
advancement of the profession, not only scientifically 
but socially. When, as was the case last year, a meet- 
ing of veterinary surgeons is welcomed by Royalty— 
even of another country—it goes to show that the 
i ession has by its hard work in the past 


ti essions, it is to earnes' t 
when the Internatione! is 
veterinary surgeons will come forward and give 
py we a welcome to our continental brethren as they 
have extended to us in the past. 

The proposed reconstruction of the National Veteri- 
nary Association is perhaps the all absorbing topic of 
the day, but to those of you who read the professional 
jou my reason for not dilating on this subject must 

obvious. I will only state that whatever decision 
is arrived at I trust it will be for the good and general 
advancement of the veterinary profession. 

There still remains much in front of us, and it behoves 
us all to still further strive for the further advancement 
in preventive medicine as much as in curative. Swine 
fever is perhaps the worst scourge of to-day amongst 
our agricultural patients, and considering the stringent 
measures exercised, the Board of Agriculture has not 
In past, t perusing the monthly reports of the 
Board one is glad to note that at the nt time it ap- 
pears to be getting under control. Here seems to be a 
case for protective se which if satisfactory would 
save the country many thousands of pounds and also 
act as an inducement for the cottager and allotment 
holder to again take up pig-keeping with a fair chance 
of success, and inciden , lessen the price of our 
breakfast rasher. ‘ 

Distemper still remains the cause of great loss among 
our canine patients, and also financial loss to the breeder 
and exhibitor of dogs. A great deal of work has been 

nt on this latter disease, but much remains to be 
before we get an absolutely reliable vaccine. 

Last year we, as an Association, were honoured in 
more ways than one by having delivered to us one of the 
most interesting lectures we have ever heard—I refer to 
our pleasant afternoon 7 at the Laboratory of the 
Board of Agriculture at Alperton, when our friend, Mr. 
Stockman explained the cause, treatment, and preven- 
tion of Epizootic abortion in cattle. We were provided 
with a mass of information, lucidly explained and 
demonstrated, and I am sure no one who was present 
can look back on that occasion without feeling that we 
owe a deep debt of gratitude to our Vice-President for 
the excellent repasts he provided for both mind and 
body. The study of the transmission of diseases by 
insects and parasites, such as mosquitos, flies, ticks, etc., 
is still in its infancy, and presents a large field for the 

ion of the bacteriologist and entomologist. 

I think, with just these few examples, we can see that 
we must rest nd young or.old practi- 
tioners, but must together for the common good, 
and with this object always in view I trust that there 
will be no lack of papers, large attendances, 
discussions during our coming year. 

Gentlemen, I must thank you for your magi hearing, 
which this poor attempt at an address not merit. 
Kindly allow me once again to express my thanks for 
the honour you have erred upon me in making me 
your President for the ensuing year. 


veterinary 
proved i 


On the motion of Mr. Butters, the ing carried by 
acclamation a vote of thanks to the ident for his 
conduct in the chair, and also for his very able address, 
which had been much appreciated. 


THe Diner. 


The PresipENT occupied the chair at the Annual 
Dinner which followed at the Hotel, and which was 
served in admirable style. The toast list was an unusu- 
ally short one, some gentlemen representing the medical 
profession and the town of Reading who been in- 
vited as ts finding it impossible at the last moment 
to attend. 

The toast of H.M. the King was right loyally drunk 
on the call of the PResmpEent. 

Mr. Siocock submitted the “The Army, Navy, and 
Auxiliary Forces.” While some recent developments in 
this country made them wonder whether we were just 
on the right way in regard to our sea and land forces, it 
was at any rate a good sign that so ge | boys were 
being trained up to be soldiers or sailors. It seemed to 
him essential that military enthusiasm should be aroused 
amongst the very ey See view of the short service 
system. Only the other day a boy of 22 years asked him 
for a job, and told him that he had out of the 
Army, having served his time! e (the speaker) 
thought that young fellow was of an age when he ought 
to have been starting soldiering seriously (Hear, hear). 
As to the improvements made in the service by the late 
government, he would not like to say that they did not go 
ahead ; but he must ask “ Where is our Army?” for we 
seemed to have so little of it. If the Army was to goon 
continually getting less and less, it see to him abso- 
lutely essential that we should have a Navy more than 
sufficient to with the Fleets of the two other fore- 
most Powers, if not with the combined Fleets of three or 
even four Powers, so as to ensure the safety of our homes 
and Colonies (Applause). No doubt such a Navy as we 
had was in perfect condition, and under some of the very 
best of leaders ; but was it strong enough ? In one thi 
at an rate we had an advantage, viz., in the means 
mobilising and of fighting in any of the world 
within a shorter period from the out of hostilities 
than any other Power or combination of Powers existi 
at the present time. As to that part of the Army whi 
most concerned their profession—the Veterinary 
ment—he believed it was in a greater state of efficiency 
at the present than it had ever been before. They now 
had at the head of that Service a man who was most 
capable, and one who was still as keen a student as he 
was in his student days ; and he believed that that man 


means of securing real eficiency ( 


use). 
many members of their profession 

the Auxiliary Forees—men who were not only doing 
out loing good wi in ir train ear 

ese were men who would in the event of & on 

ve of the very greatest service to the coun 

would couple with the toast the names of 
these men whom they had in the room tha 
Captain Tennant of the Berks R.H.A., 


and good | Captain Simpson of the Berks I.Y., and Lieut. 


Captain 
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if show that they were improving y year, or else 
would drift out, which hime (ir. Slocock) the 
right artment, and the 
he R. C. TENNANT, in returning thanks, said he 
ie Horse Artillery Company, and he was now in the Berk- 
Ht shire R.H.A. frre. = to some authorities the British 
in Navy—what there was of it—was in a very efficient , 
state, and certainly as to shooting it was now the best 
: in the world. We had a very small Army indeed. Last ; 
to mobilise one Army 2 
, Corps, and it was only done by depleting every cavalry : 
) regiment in the place to get horses, and some of the x 
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question of horses in the Army was a very serious one 
indeed (Hear, hear). He had lately been talking with 
some of the chief rs of the Remount Department, 


and he found that fe arcs we could only mount 75 
per cent. of the British Army—that if all the Army and 
the Auxiliaries had to mobilise to-morrow 25 per cent. 
of the and all the auxiliary forces would have 
to “foot it.” That was the t state of affairs 
(Shame). He quite agreed with Mr. Slocock that the 
training of schoolboys as soldiers was a good thing, as it 
ve them a start. He had no doubt that we should 
ao conscription in a few years, and not 
it, believing that a year or two with the colours 
would do every young man Hear, hear). Any 
military authority would tell them that if they got men 
of all grades of social standing together in a regiment, a 
company, or a troop, all the others tried to live up to the 
standard of the few smart, well-educated men ; and that 
in itself must be of great educative value (Applause). 
Mr. Hunt1Nne proposed the next and concluding toast 
—“Suecess to the Royal Counties’ Veterinary Medical 
Association : its President and Officers,” observing that 
he was the only man in the room who, while an ally, 
was nota member. He hoped that some of the absent- 
ees that day would remember that toast, and not content 
themselves with wishing success to the Association, but 
by attending the meetings contribute to that success 
(Hear hear). Every one of their meetings proved ex- 
tremely interesting. Mr. Pere Simpson’s little review 
that afternoon of the politics of the profession, although 
condensed, was a most able exposition, and he enunciated 
ideas that were certainly worth more than a. passing 
thought. The specimens produced were also interesting. 
A man who attended one of these meetings must be a 
dull man indeed if he went away without having correct- 
ed some error, or without having added to his prac- 
tical knowl (Hear, hear). It was only by going out 
that one could feel how little the lonely ee who 
stopped in his own village, ever could know. He had 
nothing with which to correct his observations, he got 
dogmatic and narrow: and if there was one thing in 
their profession to be combated it was their narrowness 
—the tendency to think only of their own little job, and 
take scant interest in other things. These Associations 
broke up that narrow feeling, widened their ideas, and 
lev t in ‘ession 
been due more to the 
local jations and to the unit 


y they had produced 
than to any other cause (Applause) As to their officers, 
if he had never met Mr. Percy Simpson before that day 
he should have recognised in hi 
for he put in the t word at the right moment.as we 
as any man could (Hear, hear), He was told their 
new Secretary was the most energetic man in Reading. 


Whether that were so or not he 


than 
"Phe toast was very heartily drunk. 
Fin said he was sure they would 
unting as to the importance of aa 


ina day. was not eo much the sub- 
scriptions 0! members as their presence at 
that was required (Hear, hear). 
he knew much, but he might relate a case within his 
inary, but which might mean food for reflecti 
for other men. He agreed with Mr. Hunting that no 
without going away a wiser man. could all im 
one to another some little information refit 


not turned up that 


of lasting benefi 


tion, an thought they might say, a fairly strong one. 
was room for more ; and he that every member 
would try to bring in some friend in the profession to 
swell their numbers (Hear, hear). Coming to thi 

more Mr. Hunting made very kind. references 
to him which were not merited ; but he could assure 
them that it was his intention, and would be his endeav- 
out the duties of the President of that 


him ; but he would try at any rate to prove himself their 
equal if ible (Appla 
Mr. MALE was also 


A 
and reminiscence contributed to the 
enjoyment of a very pleasant gathering. 


was heard 

ills, 
Leith Walk, Leith, for Dg anaes of £700, of which £575 
ue twenty-five cows which died, 
£30 the extent to which three cows depreciated in value, 
and the balance for loss and damage through disorgan- 
isation of business and outlays. The pursuer states that 


with it a num 
for poisoning. Twenty-five cows died or had to be 
and plead that the meal 
them under its trade 


the defenders say that the Soya bean has recen 
been im i i 


of oil, while it is also rich in albuminoi 


der of the meal from which the pursuer’s second supply 
without any evil They aver 
t 


or, in any event, to causes wi 
David Blake, the pursuer, said in answer to Mr. 
that he has nine years in business 


32 | Hear, hear). The Royal Counties was an old Associa- 
important Association as well as he possibly could. 
There had been men in that chair before 
spond. In the course of his remarks he said that what- 
ever trust or subject Mr. Hunting undertook he said 
something to the point, and gave them food for reflection 
j (Hear, hear). He was glad to say that their Association : 
was in very good fettle, and he felt ita very eas honour 
to have been Lepgesnins their Secretary Treasurer. 
It was very to follow in those offices such a man as . 
their President, whom they were all a ae to see in 
the chair that day, and who thoroughly deserved the 
honour : and also their late acting Secretary, Mr. James 
Simpson, whose 7; sey ne the cause of it, they all so 
deeply (Hear, ). At every (Mr. 
Male) attended up to that day Mr. James Simpson 
had been present : and they greatly sympathised with 
him in his illness, and wished him a recove ; 
Soya Bean Meal.—Liberton Dairyman’s Claim 
for Loss. 
| | | | 1909 | | 
the defenders’ traveller a quagtitg of Soya bean meal, 
and that his cows seemed- to do all right on it. He got 
a second _ in . and on feeding his cows 
: id not know ; but name of Soya bean meal, and without any warranty, 
did know that Mr. Male was energetic and extremely | they should be assoilzied. In their statement of facts 
tactful, and no qualities were more necessary in a Secre- rn. 
. plant cultiva in China, Ja rea, and Man- 
churia, where it has been for ian an important article 
of human food. The bean contains a _ _— 
> | 
‘ to over-feeding or ill-feeding on the part of the pursuer. 
A | byres at Liberton, and he was getting a good supply of 


546 THE VETERINARY RECORD February 12, 19to 


‘milk from them. In the beginning of 1909 he heard of | Was it a coincidence ‘—Yes. 
a new feeding stuff called r bean meal. He pur-| Have you not told dag you blamed the % 
chased a Sey of that meal from a Leith firm (not | potatoes for the cows being ill }—No. fi 
the defenders), and he found it satisfactory. In March,| Mr. M‘Callum reported that “I learned on my arrival ; 
1909, he had a call from a traveller in the employment | (5th May) that the cows had been in ordinary health up 
of the defenders, who asked for an order for Soya bean | to 24th April, on which date they were fed three times 
meal. The traveller said it was the best feeding stuffin| with dirty, diseased potatoes.” Were they fed with 
the market, and guaranteed that it contained 18 to 20| dirty, diseased potatoes ?—No, they were not. They 
per cent., oil and from 30 to 40 per cent. albuminoids. | were fed with potatoes on that day. 

After these representations he gave an order for four} Can you explain how Mr. MCallum came to state 
bags of Soya bean meal. He ordered the meal to be| that ?—No, I cannot. It is a mis-statement. 
given along with the other feeding stuffs he was usin Mr. M‘Callum’s report continues—“ This was followed 
at the time. The cows were fed three times a day, and | by acute indigestion, accompanied by stupor, followed 
one Ib. per cow of the Soya bean meal was distributed | by paralysis, and very shortly afterwards by death. I 
over two of the feeds. At this time he was using tur-| examined the stock of cows, and recommended ordinary 
nips also, and towards the end of April, 1909, when the | medical treatment for those affected in the primary 
turnips were running short, he purchased potatoes for| stage. The potatoes I ordered to be buried.” Did 
feeding.. The potatoes were washed before they were} Mr. M‘Callum order you to bury the potatoes !—He did 
iven to the cows. On 22nd April he gave an order to | not. 
the defenders’ representative for six bags of Soya bean| Is that an invention !—He did not tell me that. He 
meal, and made a contract fora large quantity to be| recommended discontinuance of the use of the potatoes. 
delivered to him as required. Of six bags delivered on|That was on 5th May. Witness had already discon- 
26th April two were put in the bin and four remained in| tinued using potatoes. He understood Mr. M‘Callum 
the . The first time he noticed anything wrong] did not consider they were enough. The = 
with the cows was on Saturday, Ist May. A few of| were a little dirty—by that he meant earthy—but they 
them were very cold, their hair was standing on end, | were washed before the cows got them. - 
and they were pe sige | slightly in the byre. One of| Re-examined: He never buried any potatoes as sug- 
the cows was worse than the others. Next day the ted. He used about a ton of the lot after the cows 
cow was very bad. It was dizzy, was very slightly | had recovered without any bad effects. An analysis of 
—* and the eyes seemed to stare. It was suffering | the potatoes carried through by Dr. Hunter showed no 
so much that he ordered it to be killed. Other cows | sign of poisoning. Some of the potatoes were slightly 
t worse, and on Sunday evening they were very bad. affected by disease. He never gave potatoes to the cows 
fie thought at first it was a mere chill through indiges-|in a dirty state, and therefore it was wrong to say that 
tion. On Monday he sent for Mr. Wood, veterinary | his cows had been fed by dirty, diseased potatoes. Mr. 
surgeon, Dalkeith, who examined all the cows. On}M‘Callum never sent him any report. 
! more cows became affected, and Prof. ‘Dewar,| By the Court: Mr. M‘Callum’s report was dated 31st 
of the Dick College, was called in on Mr. Wood’s advice. | May. It was sent to his agent, and was not shown to 
They said it was poisoning without a doubt, but they | him until after the action had been raised. 
were not sure as to the cause. On Wednesday, 5th May,| After other evidence, the case was continued. 
Mr. Wood called again, and on that date he consulted | John Riddoch, Inspector of Dairies in the City o 
Mr. M‘Callum, veterinary surgeon, Edinburgh, who said | Edinburgh, deponed that when he visited the cows at 
the cows were suffering from poisoning, and, in_his| the pursuer’s byres on 6th May he saw no symptoms of 
opinion, it was potato poisoning. Twenty-five of the | ptomaine poisoning. 
cows died. One of the cows which had been affected| In cross-examination, witness said he saw the potatoes 
had been sent to a slaughterhouse, where a post-mortem | with which the cows had been fed. They were good 
examination had been made by Mr. Christie, veterinary | potatoes, although some of them were diseased, as all 
‘surgeon, Portobello. Mr. Christie said he was convin- | potatoes were in the spring time. They were not fit for 
ced ‘the animal had died from prussic acid poisoning | feeding until they were washed. 
from the Soya bean meal. Mr. Christie examined the} James Henderson, Assistant Inspector of Markets, 
bean meal which he had been using, also the potatoes| Edinburgh, said he accompanied Mr. Riddoch to the 
which he had been previously using. The potatoes, he a dairy on the instruction of Dr. Williamson, 
said, were quite a suitable feeding stuff. He advised} Medical Officer of Health, and examined the cows 
him to stop using Soya bean meal, and when he did so| belonging to the pursuer. One was in the byre. It 
the cows which were only slightly affected — to re-| was a very good cow, but sick and ill. Most of the 
cover. On 10th May he got a report from Dr. John | other cows, which had been put out to recover, seemed 
Hunter, the country analyst, on a sample of the Soya | restless and thin. He saw no appearance of swelling 
bean-meal which he had sent to him for analysis. The|among them. The cow in the byre was in the acute 
report stated :—“This bean meal when macerated with | stage of the disease. It seemed to be suffering more 
water gives off prussic acid ; it is a deadly poison. The | from an intoxication than an infection—that was poison- 
same result will obtain in the stomach of the rumin-|ing. He saw the potatoes. They were dried up, but 
ants.” When he got that report he instructed his law | they were not outrageously bad. They were dry and 
agent to intimate a claim in respect of the loss he had| spongy. Some cmeee would be diseased, but they 
sustained. were not worse than were often used for feeding. He 
4 Cross-examined by Mr. Murray, K.C., the witness said | had seen cows suffering from potato poisoning and 
‘that he had tried the Soya bean meal from a Leith firm |over-feeding. There was an amount of abdominal 
before he gave the order to the defenders. pain and flatulence and distinct signs of colic and 
Did the defenders’ representative mention it was a|swelling. He saw no appearance of that in the cows at 
‘meal which required care in its use —No. Liberton. At Dalkeith Mr. Riddoch and he examined 
-- Did he not say, owing to the high — of oil, | the carcases of some of the cows sent there by the pur- 
i care ought to be exercised in its use don’t remember. |suer. They examined the bowels and stomachs of some 
it I don’t think he did. Potatoes were given to the cows | of them. e lesions belonged to the fourth stomach. 
up to 30th April. Saturday, Ist May, was the date on | They showed gastric irritation, pointing to an extremely 


) Be ich he noticed anything wrong with the cows. irritant poison. They examined ten carcases altogether, 
A Was what you noticed wrong with the cows not the | and condemned seven and passed three. 
: reason for your stopping the potatoes !—No. Cross-examined, witness said he had had no experi- 


iff 
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ence of diagnosing cases of ic acid poisoning. He 
had had experience of cattle which suffered from in- 
judicious feeding and from over feeding, and he knew 
the symptoms of what were called stomach staggers. 
Bc animals refused food and looked nervous, y 
collapsed. 

Is there danger attendant upon potato feeding !—You 
have to be very careful with that feeding. 

By Lord Mackenzie: Did you think these cows were 
suffering from stomach staggers /—Not that I saw. I 
don’t think so. 

W. T. Christie, veterinary surgeon, Portobello, spoke 
to the post-mortem examination he made of one of the 
cows in Leith slaughterhouse and of a test he made of 
a sample of the Soya bean meal. As the result of his 
test he found prussic acid in the sample. 

Thomas Edmonds, who had been three and a half 


years in the service of the pursuer, Leonard Watson, | bean meal 


cattle dealer, Edinburgh, and Wm. Wood, dairyman 
Davidson’s Mains, also gave evidence. The last-nam 
said that he visited the pursuer’s byres on Monday, 4th 
se The cows were drawn up in the belly, were dazed, 
and were nervous through pain. He paid three or four 
visits to the byres in the course of the illness and 
examined the cows. He thought they were suffering 
from poisoning. He did not think they were suffering 
from potato poisoning. If it had been potato poisoning 
he would have expected to have found them inclined to 
diarrhcea. The potatoes were not the best of quality, 
but he had fed cows with worse potatoes many a time. 

Several witnesses gave evidence to the effect that the 
had supplied milk to the pursuer during the time his 
cows were ill. 

Wm. Thom, Kirkcaldy, who supplied the pursuer with 
consignments of potatoes, said the potatoes he supplied 
were good sound brock potatoes. 


THE DEFENCE. 


James Hendrick, B.Sc., lecturer in agricultural chemis- 
try in the University of Aberdeen, and chemist to the 
Highland and Agricultural Society, was the first witness 
for the defenders. He stated, in reply to Mr. Scott 
Brown, that he had known of Soya beans for twenty 
years, and he had made analysis of them, particularly 
during the last year and a half since they were intro- 
duced into the trade. He had analysed not only the 
bean itself but cakes and meal and other products made 
from the bean. The colour of the bean that was parti- 
cularly coming into this pomney was at present whitish- 
yellow, but they might have all shades of colour from 
white to black. He had found very. little difference in 
the composition of the various kinds. During the last 
nine months or so he had occasionall cases sent to 
him where Soya bean was blamed. He had such a case 
in hand at present. On inquiry into cases where death 
occurred he found no sign of poisoning from Soya beans, 
but in all cases he was able to find some other cause to 
which death could be attributed. Very many beans of 
the kidney family contained glucoside, but 
with regard to Soya beans he had iscovered no trace of 
hydrocyanic acid. He had been extensively recommend- 
ing Soya beans to farmers, and on his advice it had 
been extensively used. Soya bean was much richer in 
oil than the ordinary beans and in this country 
and also richer in albuminoids. Soya beans contained 
18 per cent. of oil and 30 per cent. of albuminoids, 
whereas the ordinary beans contained under 2 per cent. 
of oil and only from 20 to 28 per cent. of albuminoids. 
There was not more than 5 per cent. of starch in So 
beans. Other beans were very rich in stareh. Ordi- 
nary beans contained about 40 per cent. of starch. 

Lord Mackenzie : How far are you going with this 
sort of evidence! I don’t want the case turned into an 
eulogy of beans, 


_ Mr. Scott Brown: I have no commission for adver- 


that in the very least. 

Witness, continuing, said t he had received a 
sample of Soya bean meal from Mr. Lawson, one of the 
defenders, which had been taken from the pursuer’s 
dairy. e examined the sample by two different 
methods for hydrocyanic acid and for glucosides which _ 
hydrocyanic acid. He found none. 

Mr. Hendrick’s evidence was not concluded when the 
Court rose. 


James Hendrick, B resumed evidence. He said, 
in answer to Mr. Scott Brown, that he examined the 
sample of Soya bean meal which had been obtained 
from the pursuer’s dairy microscopically, and it Yo 
sented the normal appearance of a sample of »pure Soya 
. There was a very characteristic difference 
between Soya bean and beans of the other two families 
in common use. He had made it his business to inves- 
tigate the st, ine of the Soya bean, and he never on 
any occasion found hydrocyanic acid in any Soya beans 
he examined. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Anderson, K.C., witness said 

russic acid.was found in beans of the phaseolus family. 

e made his analysis of the sample on Saturday and 
Monday last. Prussic acid was a volatile poison which 
disappeared ultimately. There was no trace of prussic 
acid in the sample he analysed. 

Might not that prussic acid, owing to its volatility, 
have disappeared !—Not if it was present as glucoside, 
such as I understand is alleged. 

Lord Mackenzie said that meant that in regard to the 
beans the acid would not disappear as it would in an 
organic body. 

itness replied that in the case of Java beans he had 
samples of them for some years, and in ‘connection with 
his work from time to time he had used them in agp 
for prussic acid, and found that it was always there, 
that it did not diminish even after a period of a couple 
of years. He had never found prussic acid in either fresh 
or old Soya beans. 

Are you able to yp Congy lon that the sample you 
examined contained Soya bean meal and no other in- 
gredient !—The mixture did not contain two per cent. 
of other beans and not ‘001 of hydrocyanic acid. 

John M‘Kirdy, shipbroker’s clerk, Leith, said that in 
February, 1909, a ity ed Soya beans was discharged 
from the 8:8. Myrtle , of Leith. They had been 
brought from Vladivostok, and he unders they were 
grown in that vicinity. 

Edward Wm. Cownie, a partner of the firm of High- 
gate and Cownie, corn factors, Leith, said his firm were 
receivers of a part cargo of 7874 tons of Soya beans 
which came to Leith, They sold 52 tons, 10cwts. to 
J. and A. Lawson. After they had sold 708 tons there 
remained 78 tons, 15 cwts. which were dis of 
among smaller buyers, including J. and A. Wyllie, Leith, 
who received about six tons. This arrival of Soya 
beans by the Myrtle Dean was a new departure so far 
as his firm were concerned. e first arrival of Soya 
beans in this country was from Shanghai on Feb. 22nd, 
1909. There were no complaints regarding the six tons 
supplied to J. and A. Wyllie, except this one. The 
cargo arrived in good order. They had had other cargoes 
since, and that cargo was about the best of the arrivals 
of this description. 

Alexander Wyllie, a partuer of the firm of J. and A. 
Wyllie, grain and feeding stuffs merchants, Leith, stated 
that on April 23rd they delivered Soya bean meal to 
J. and A. Lawson, e meal was ground from the 
beans which were part of the Myrtle Dean cargo. 
Between the date when the beans went into the store 
and the date when they were ground nothing was 
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done tothem. There were no other beans mixed with 


Cross-examined : He had cautioned farmers to be 
careful in giving this ee oe to cattle, because it 
was so very rich in oil and minoids. 

Robert Brunton, commercial traveller, Edinburgh, 
Fp to the orders he received for Soya bean meal from 

e pursuer. About May 7th the pursuer biamed potato 
poisoning for the illness to the cows, and a few days 
lhe prosiic acid poison! . 

Cross-examined, witness said it was not case that 
what the pursuer said on May 7th was that some of the 
cows were seriously ill, but that he did not yet know 
what was the cause of the illness. 

Andrew Lawson, a partner of the firm of J. & A. 
Lawson, the defenders, said that the pursuer had been a 
customer of their firm for many years, and ——— 
him from time to time with feeding stuffs. n they 
took delivery of 52 tons of Soya beans from the Myrtle 
Dean they partly ground it into meal, and sold part of it 
to smaller millers. They got it for cattle-feeding pur- 
poses. They had had no complaints from any quarter 
regarding it. The only complaint they had had was as 
regarded the quantity supplied to the pursuer, and that 
was not part of the 52 tons. On Wednesday, 5th May, 
the illness of the pursuer’s cows was talked of in the 
Edinb market. At that time the illness was not 
+e in any way with the Soya bean meal, and they 

no suspicion regarding It. Itness was very sorry 
to hear about Mr. Blake’s loss ; otherwise he was not 
concerned. The first intimation made to the firm that 
the Soya bean was suspected was by Brunton on the 
following Wednesday. By that time the pursuer’s cows 
had either died or been killed. They had had no intim- 
ation whatever of any kind of fault being charged against 
their meal, and they had no of verifyin 
by t-mortem examination what was the cause of 
death. Witness and his brother went to Backsidelea, 
and saw Mr. Blake on 12th May, and had a conversation 
with him. They had arranged 
raise the question of the Soya bean meal if Mr. Blake 
did not raise it. Mr. Blake did not suggest poisoning 
by the Soya bean meal then. They did not suggest any 
other cause. They simply said they could not in any 
way account for it. On that occasion he took away a 
sample of the Soya bean meal from the bin, and it re- 
mained in the desk of one of the assistants till it was 
handed to Mr. Hendrick in the end of last week. He 
believed the meal he bought from Messrs. Wyllie was 
pure Soya bean meal. 

Cross-examined, the witness said his brother and he 
went to Backsidelea because Mr. Blake had lost twenty- 
five cows, and to sympathise with him. 

Did you take samples of the Soya bean meal because 
you were sympathising with Mr. Blake, or because you 
were in connection with beans !—We 
took samples simply as a precaution. 

James L. M‘ ins , Dalkeith, 
stated that several animals were brought from Backside- 
lea to Dalkeith slaughter-house. The post-mortem 
symptoms he saw on them were consistent with stomach 
staggers. 

Cross-examined —He had not seen a case of prussic 
acid poisoning. 

Professor Dewar, Principal of the Royal Dick Veteri- 
nary College, Edinburgh, said that in reply to a telegram 
from the pursuer he visited his dairy on 4th May. He 
examined a few of the cows, and saw the feeding stuffs. 
After witness had pointed out that the potatoes were 
very bad, Mr. Blake said he thought the condition of the 
potatoes might have had something to do with the illness 
of the cows. A large number of the potatoes were dis- 
eased and decomposing. He attributed the illness of the 


before they went not to] bee 


judicious feeding, and to feeding with a large quantity of 
decomposing potatoes. 

Cross-examined—He made no report to his — 
except verbally. He took no notes at the time, and 
spoken entirely from memory as the result of one visit. 
The case was continued until to-day. 

Dr. T. W. Drinkwater, lecturer on chemistry at Sur- 
‘eged Hall, Edinb said that on the 8th July, 1909, 

was instructed by the defenders’ agents to make an 
examination of three samples of a beans, and 
six sam of Soya bean meai. purpose of 
his analysis was to determine the presence and 
quantity of prussic acid in the beans and if 
any. He found as regards nitrogen, albuminoids, oil, 
moisture, ash, and fibre there was practical uniformity 
in all the samples. They were ically the same 
within the limits of experimental error. He had no 
doubt whatever that the various samples were of the 
same article. With regard to glucoside, equal to prussic 
acid, he found that the nine samples contained :—-002, 
0018, 001, 001, nil, 0013, 0017, 0016. Thesample 
taken by the official sampler at Backsidelea contained 
0017 glucoside, equivalent to ‘119 grains per lb. That 
was a very small quantity. In fact, it was such a quan- 
tity that he could not estimate it by weight. Its 
presence could be detected only by a delicate process, 
which he believed brought out too high results—owi 
to the high percentage of oil—to the extent of 006. 
grain of prussic acid would kill a man. Supposing the 
whole of the prussic acid that was available was pro- 
duced, which was of course impossible, it would require 
at least 10 Ib. of the bean meal to kill one man, and to 
kill a cow it would naturally require very much more. 
At a temperature below boiling point the enzyme was 
destroyed. If the bean meal was brought into contact 
with the water at the boiling point, there could be no 
yy the pursuer, that prepared is mash wit Ing 
water, he could not conceive of prussic acil having 
n formed. Prussic acid was not a cumulative 


ison. 
ij, : He found traces of prussic acid in 
all the samples except two. If they applied eat 
water to the meal prussic acid would not be given off, 
because the hot water destroyed the enzyme. The 
statement depended upon the water being at the boiling 


int. 
yo Harrison Gemmell, Professor of Chemistry in 
the Royal Dick Veterinary College, Edinburgh, gave 
evidence as to tests made of samples of Soya beans and 
meal. By the four recognised qualitative tests he did 
not get any evidence of cyanogen in any of the nine 
samples. Had so small a quantity as 003 per cent., or a 
quarter of a grain per lb., been present it would have 
been clearly indicated by the Prussian blue test. Conse- 
quently, as he did not get the Prussian blue test, the 
quantity was less than that. The official sample in pro- 
cess did not contain that quantity. By the nitrate of 
silver test he could detect 0005 per cent., and in the 
official sample there was not even that quantity. The 
estimation as described by the Imperial Institute method, 
and used by Dr. Drinkwater, was an over-estimation of 
the quantity. He would not certify the nce 
cyanogenetic glucoside unless he obtained the Prussian 
blue test and the sulphide of ammonium test clearly 
and conclusively. 
Cross-examined, witness said there was ‘o dis- 
tinct smell in the meal like bitter almonds. It would 
depend upon the quantity of the meal and the sensitive- 
ness of smell whe they felt it or not. aire 
By Lord Mackenzie: You could not detect it until it 
was moistened. 
This concluded bom and the case was adjourn- 
ed for the hearing of counsel, 


cows to poisoning of some kind. From all that he saw 
at the dairy, he believed that the illness was due to in- 


them. : 
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Counsel for the Pursuer—Mr. Anderson, 
Mr. A. A. Fraser. Agent: Alex. Young, solicitor. 


K.C., and ! the past history of this societ 


iety were searched, and the 
_annual number of cattle surrendered, and the regular 


Counsel for the Defenders—Mr. Murray, K.C., and annual increase in the amount of compensation 


Mr. R. Scott Brown. gents : Beveridge, Sutherland, | tabulated 
‘sman, _ be formulated showing the annual rate of increase of 


and Smith, 8.8.C.—The 


Tuberculosis and Mutual Insurance. 

Some years ago our shrewd brethren in Newcastle | 
took upon themselves the burden of mutual insurance, | 
believing that therein was to be found a practical, 
business-like way of facing a difficulty becoming more | 
and more serious every day. They managed the funds | 
themselves, together with all the necessary administra- 
tive service, and generally conducted affairs on thor- 
oughly economical lines. As an experiment it was | 
watched with the keenest interest throughout the | 
country, and though frequently subjeeted to considerable 
adverse criticism, it was persevered with honestly, | 
despite the unsatisfactory and inadequate results ob- 
tained. We have before us the report and balance-sheet 
for last year. The financial statement is perfectly plain 
and shows a credit balance after paying all claims an 
expenses of £15 6s. 8d. The report of the Management 
Committee is equally plain and straightforward. It 
opens with a remark to the effect that while it is their 
duty to present the annual account, it has not been a 
pleasant one. After alluding to the fact that during 
the past year there had been a further increase in the 
amount paid for compensation, with a decrease of over 
one thousand in the number of cattle insured, the Com- 
mittee go on to say :— 

“Tt is not without proof that we again assert that 
tuberculosis is fast becoming rampant in the herds of 
the country. Indeed, it seems to us probable that if 


a not very incomplete statement paid 


tuberculosis throughout the land, at any rate for the 
last ten or twelve years. That the present state of 
things is fast becoming unbearable is readily rg tte 
the growing discontent of all slaughterers of Briti 
stock. That farmers would be well advised to give 
the matter their serious attention and consideration one 
would hardly think requires to be either said or written, 
but it is all too evident that the quick production of 
marketable stock and the enrichment of manure at 
expense of the health of the animals, are matters of 
more supreme importance to them than the handing 
over to butcher an article that will be found ulti- 
mately to be fit and suitable for the purpose for which 
he bought it. At present the farmer cultivates and 


| spreads, without risk or penalty, a disease that the 


butcher is most anxious to avoid, but, unfortunately, he 
finds it impossible to doso ; and when he is in possess- 
ion of a victim of other men’s careless or worse, runs 
the grave risk of fine or imprisonment. this state 
of affairs cannot continue is self-evident, that the farmer 
will ultimately suffer is certain, and if the standard of 
health and fitness of British cattle is allowed to further 
deteriorate, many who are now buyers of them, as some 
who were buyers in the past have been compelled to do, 
will have to turn to other sources of supply, is a result 
that does not require a prophet to forete 


Could mone be more emphatic! The situation is 
summed up tersely, and yet as clearly and logically as 
if it were the closely reasoned judgment of a Lord of 


Appeal. We have in these columns ere now protested 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 


to 1903, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Foot- ve Sh 
Anthrax. | and-Mouth Scat Swine Fever. 


Out- Ani- | Out- 


Ani- i- i Out- |§) 3 


{ 1909 
Corresponding week in i 1908 


mals 

Gr. BRITAIN. Week ended Feb.5] 28 30 J. 
| 85 
25 

26 


Total for 6 weeks, 1910 - ... ie 214 


( 1909 168 | 210 
Corresponding period in - 1908 ... | 159 225 
{ 1907 ... } 111 137 


Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Feb. 8, 1910. 


IRELAND. Week ended Jan. 29 


1909... 
Corresponding Week in 
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against the Board of Agriculture idea that tuberculosis 
was a butcher’s “trade risk,” and at divers times en- 
deavoured, in our own way, to demonstrate that the 
first duty of a cattle breeder was to see that his stock 
was free from disease. Failing this, we also pointed out 
it became the duty of the State, through its Agricul- 
tural Departinent, to undertake the responsibility. On 
this phase of the question; it is interesting to 0 
what our Newcastle friends have to say :— 
_ “The specious plea that tuberculosis is a ‘ trade risk,’ 
is one that cannot be entertained reasonably by any one 
conversant with the trade, for one reason alone, it 1s not 
an hereditary disease, but a preventable one ; therefore, 
simple justice demands that the propagator, not the 
butcher, pays the penalty.” 

The report concludes with a 
a for a closer butchers an 
w interests, it is claimed, are practi identi 
and the hope is expressed that this omy be brought 
about without delay.— Meat Trades’ Journal. 


Johannesburg Stock Yards and Abattoirs. 


His Excellency the High Commissioner visited the 
Johannesburg Municipal Live Stock Yards and Abat- 
toirs on Tuesday morning, Jan. 11th, and inspected them 
very fully, and was an interested spectator at the live 
stock vo ol All the markets were in full swing. 

His Lordship, accompanied by a Major of the Regular 
Army, arrived at the stock eg at 11 o'clock, and was 
received by His Worship the Mayor of Johannesbur, 
Mr. Harry Graumann), the ex-Mayor (Mr. C. Chud- 

i the Chairman of the Public Health Committee 
(Mr. Boustred), and the Director of the Stock Yards and 
Abattoirs (Lieut.-Col. J. Irvine-Smith, T.V.C.) 

A tour of inspection was at once begun. part 
proceeded to the herse section, and His Excellency ex- 
pressed great pleasure with the arrangements and cojn- 


them more than favourably with the old horse | p 


market. They then went to the drafting way, and saw 
a number of cattle drafted into pens in a most original 
manner. His Excellency was much struck with the 
method, which is one of the many useful ideas of Col. J 
Irvine-Smith. : 

The next scene was the unloading of cattle from a 
train atthe railway siding at the western end of the 
market. What seemed most to please His Excellenc 
was the manner in which the sheep were folded. Col. 
Irvine-Smith uses trained goats as guides. The goats 
were kraaled upon the platform, and to each truck-load 
of sheep two were allotted. The goats headed the 
sheep and led them quietly along the various gangways 
into the pens. } 

The accommodation of pigs was inspected, after which 
His Excellency viewed the arrangements for the supply 
of water. The supply is local and saves the Council £7000 
to £8000 a year. 

A move was then made for the ox and the party 

t some time listening to Mr. Malherbe, the auctioneer. 
aia very fine oxen from the Orange Free State, which 
were for slaughter purposes, were in beautiful condition, 
“ fetched high prices, the average figure being about 

12 10s. 

Having inspected the enclosure for milch cows and the 
offices, the y went to the dapenenry, which, besides 
being one of the most replete in South Africa, is the one 
which has been the most cheaply equipped, a fact which 
is due to Col. J. Irvine-Smith. | 

The abattoirs site was visited, and Lord Selborne 
said that he was very with the arrangements, 
which were most complete. He 1 pleasure at 
the provision of a railway siding, which, with the use of 
sealed trucks, will enable farmers in East Coast 


farmers, | also 


y | Tega 


fever infested areas to dis of healthy slaughter 
cattle at reasonable prices. At present cattle specula- 
tors buy healthy cattle in such areas for about £1 10s. 
apiece and slaughter them forthwith, whereas in the cir- 
cumstances which will prevail when the abattoirs are 
open farmers will be able to obtain £12 to £15 a head 
for such stock. 

Johannesburg is now the centre of the livestock trade 
of South Africa. Upon the average 4000 sheep, 250 
oxen, and a large number of milch cows, horses, and 
mules are being sold at the stockyards daily, and once 
the ayes become known to the farming community 
the daily sales will be more than trebled. 

Lord Selborne was —— before he left, and 
chatted with representative buyers and sellers, who 
said that woe bh yen highly satisfied with the accommo- 
dation provided and the conditions prevailing, and they - 

id a high compliment to the work of the Director, 
Col. J. Irvine-Smith.— The Rand Daily Mail. 


An Irish Appointment; an unqualified man 
selected by a district council. 


A meeting of the Boyle No. 1 District Council was 
held in the rdroom on Saturday, January 15th :— 
The Local Government Board wrote as follows :— 
Sir,—I am directed by the Local Government Board 
to state, with reference to previous correspondence, that 
they have had before them the minutes of proceedings 
of the Boyle No. 1 District Council on the 14th inst. 
with respect to the appointment of officers under the 
Dairies, Cowsheds, and Milkshops Order, and I am to inti- 
mate that the Board see no objection to the 
appointment of Messrs. J. McDonagh, and J. Ban 
as Dairy Inspectors in the Rural District at a salary 
£7 a each, previonsly sanctioned by the Board. As 
s the proposed appointment of Mr. R. P. Hans as 
Chief I tor under the Dairies and Cowsheds Order, 
the Board observe from the bore that he is at 
resent residing at Tulsk Ru istrict, and it is further 
noticed that Mr. McCormack, V.S., who Mr. Hans states 
will do duty for him when absent, also resides outside 
the Rural district, at Strokestown. The Board are dis- 
posed to grant a favourable consideration to the proposals 
made as regards the appointment of Mr. Hans, they are 
of opinion that he should be required to reside at Boyl 
or as near thereto as possible, and the Couucil shoul 
further require the circumstances that his substitute 
should be a resident Veterinary Surgeon in the Boyle 
Union. If these conditions are complied with, the Board 
will raise no objection to the appointment of Mr. Hans 
as Chief Dairy Inspector for a period of twelve months, 
and subject to his obtaining, in due course, the diploma 
in veterinary science of the Royal College of Veteri 
Surgeons referred to in his application to the Ru 
District Council. 
Mr. Hans said it was his intention to reside in Boyle, 
and he handed in the following written communication : 
“ With reference to the communication received by you 
from the Local Government Board == my ap- 
pointment as Inspector of Dairies and a 4 beg 
to inform you that I will reside in Boyle as requested. 
stated in my application to you for the appointment 
that it was my intention to go to the Royal College 
Dublin, early this year, bat I have since then been ad- 
vised, and have now decided not to go there until the 
peor Sy! the Session, which will be in Sept. next, 
by that time I hope to have the Dairies’ Order, ete. 
in good working form in Boyle No.1 District. During 
the few months each year that I expect to be at the 
Veterinary College, I will, if possible, pet a substitute 
who will reside in or convenient to Boyle district, but in 
the event of my not being able to secure the services of 
a qualified person, I will come to the district one day 
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each week to attend to the duties that may arise in con- 
nection with the Order, and urgent cases which may 
occur at any other time will be attended to by Mr. 
wag err: the Strokestown veterinary surgeon, Hop- 
ng the arran os will meet with your approval, and 
with that of the Local Government Board.—Yours 
faithfully, R. P. Hans.” 


Mr. Coleman proposed the following resolution :— 
“That we, the members of the Boyle No. 1_ District 
Council, have learned with pleasure that Mr. Hans in- 
tends residing i in Boyle, and as many of us have already, 
had experience of his distinguished career at veteri 
work, especially with the branch dealing with the ail. 
ments o cattle, we unanimously approve of his arrange- 
ments for the working of the Dairies, Cowsheds, etc., 
Order, and we respectfully request the Local Govern- 
ment Board not to place any obstacle in the way that 
may deprive us of his services.” 

Mr. Sharkey seconded the resolution, which was 
passed unanimously.— The Roscommon Herald. 

(See also p. 552.) 


Personal. 


Mr. E. Watts Ho. F.R.C.V.8., has been appointed 
Examiner in oxicology-and Jurisprudence 
by the Council of the University of Liverpool, for the 
Diploma in Veterinary Hygiene. 


At the monthly meeting of the Council of the R.A.S.E 
it was announced that the veterinary arrangements in 
pe Liverpool show would be carried out by the 

owin, 
Officer: John Malcolm, F.R.c.v.8, 
irmingham 

Veteri Prof. Macqueen, F.R.C.V.8., 
R.V. N. W.: T. Eaton Jones, M.R.C.vV.S. : 
G. M. Davey M.R.C.V.S. ; ‘Stafford Jackson, M.R.C.V.8. ; 
and Henry "biemees F.R.C.V.S., Liverpool ; Joseph H. 
Carter, F.R.C.V.S., Burnley ; F. L. F.R.C.V.8. 
Stamford ; William Woods, F.R.C.V.S., 

Assistant Veterinary Inspector: Wil Trigger, 
F.R.C.V.S., Newcastle, Staffs. 

Watiis—Roserts.—On Feb. 2, at Wesleyan Church 
Tunbridge Wells, C. Doswell 5 L.D.s. Eng,, 0 
Worthing, to Annie, younger daughter of Richard 
Roberts, F.R.c.v.s., of Tunbridge Wells. 


OBITUARY. 


ALFRED JAMES JONES, M.R.C.V.S., Hulme, Manchester. 
Graduated, New Edin: April, 1879. 


Mr. Jones died on Feb. 7. Aged 53 years. 


Frank M. ReyNowps, M.R.c.v.8., Mansfield, Notts. 
Lond: July, 1908. 


A Coroner’s inquiry was held on Saturday, Jan. 29th, 
at Mansfield, into the sad death of Mr. Frank Reynolds, 
egy ne | surgeon, aged 23 years, which occurred at 

w night. r. F. Armstrong represen e 
relatives. 

Miss Gertrude Hardy, West Hill Drive, spoke to being 
on the ice. She saw Mr. Reynolds skating, and spoke 
tohim. He appeared to be in his usual health. fter 
a time she was called to the side of the dam, and there 
saw the deceased seated in a chair. He appeared to be 
very ill. She procured some water for him, but ap- 
Mid, he died before being removed to the house of 

Shacklock, Alexandra Avenue. Subsequent ly 
the body was removed to the house of the deceased’s 
mother, Witness did not hear him complain of feeling 


unwell, neither di she hear anything said about his 


of Princess Street, Mansfield, said 
about ten o’clock he was lea leaving the ice and saw the 
deceased on the bank side. He appeared to take two 
steps and fall. Witness re assistance, and the 

ttlew e y at 

house of Mr. Shacklock. He had since made a 
mortem examination. There were no external mar’ sof 
injury. The heart was ee Sen and ‘the 
disease was of long standing due to 
natural cause—heart disease. 

wd pil returned a verdict in accordance with the 
medical evidence.—The Nottinghamshire Guardian. 


UNION OF VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


proposed reconstitution of the 
National Veterinary Association and Union of the Societies, 
the necessity for ‘‘ Branches’? has been questioned. 
‘* Branches,'’ according to the proposed scheme, would con- 
sist of groups of ‘‘ Divisions’’; these latter being the local 
societies. Now ‘‘ Branches’’ in this sense would be in a 
anipe to discuss matters of more than local importance, 
t of something less than National interest. To explain 
this more fully. Suppose, as has been suggested, there 
were English, Irish, and Scottish Branches. There have 
been, beyond question theré will be again, matters 
which ‘affect the profession in England, and do not touch 
the other parts of the United Kingdom. Irish affairs, 
again, are not always the same as those of the profession 
in England. Different legal conditions prevail: different 
conditions of practice. 

Clearly, therefore, questions can easily arise which 
would be more efficiently dealt with ~ a ‘‘Branch."’ 
And, indeed, it is only fair that’a point should be dis- 
cussed in the first place by those chiefly concerned. The 
time of the Central Council, further, would be economised 
if it were able to refer matters to the ‘‘ Branches’’ for dis- 
cussion and report. Thus, in reality, the machinery of the 
Association would be simplified by ‘‘ Branches."’ 

In the absence of ‘‘ Branches,’’ the Centra] Council 
would have to refer matters to the ‘‘ Divisions '’ (local 
societies) ; ahd these would, in the highest probability, 
find it necessary to consult their neighbours, so would time 
be wasted and business hindered. 

Apart from the business side of the question, ‘‘ Branches "’ 
would make for a closer bond of union between neighbour- 
ing societies. And this is a point worthy to be kept in the 

nt of reasons. 

Some have contended that local societies should be 
called ‘‘ Branches,’’ and groups of them ‘' Divisions.’’ In 
reality it matters nothing how the terms are used; but the 
suggestion of ‘‘ Divisions ’’ as Branches” is 
possibly the more reasonable. tree has branches and 
branches divide.— Yours, etc., 

O. Cuarnock Brapiey. 


Sir, 

In the report of the V.M.A. Ireland which in 
your issue of January 22nd, Mr. Howard is credited with 
the remark that ‘‘ he knew they (the promoters of the amal- 
gamation scheme) were awfully anxious to have Ireland be- 
hind them for the fighting material, when it came to a fight."’ 
A careful perusal of the report of this meeting justifies one 
in congratulating the promoters in having secured in the 
members of the V.M.A.I. the strongest advocates who have 
as yet taken the field in support of their scheme. To the 
parties concerned this statement may perhaps occasion some 
surprise, but it will be obvious to anyone who carefully reads 
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the views of the members of the Irish society on what they 
regard as the essentials of a practical working scheme, and 
then refers to the original scheme to see how fs 

have been anticipated. 

If it were not that too much would be required to 
quote in extenso the remarks of the individual speakers, it 
could easily be shown that with one breath the original 
scheme is condemned holus bolus as impracticable and un- 
workable, and with the next its most salient features are 
advocated in the warmest terms. Further, quotations from 
the Irish amendment scheme would show that the objections 
to the original scheme cannot really be objections after all, 
since most of the points objected to appear in a more or less 
modified form in the amended scheme. 

At the meeting in question the formation of a council 
representative of all the societies was strongly advocated, and 
a motion embodying an expression of the desirability of so 
doing was unanimously carried, but the original scheme 
which provides for the formation of such a council.was con- 
demned in the roundest terms because the meetings of the 
council ‘* would be held in England to suit the majority ; ’’ 
** would they get an Irishman to go over and attend that 
meeting ?”’ and again ‘‘ at any time they could outvote Ire- 
land by at least 60 to 4.°' In all seriousness an amended 
scheme was subsequently and apparently enthusiastically 
passed providing for the constitution of a conjoint council 
consisting of the councils of all the affiliated societies, which 
may meet anywhere in the United Kingdom, and in which 
the Irishmen would be in at least as great a minority, 

The original scheme provides for the calling of a special 
meeting on a requisition signed by thirty members, and ex- 
ception taken to this because a month or six weeks would 
elapse before the necessary signatures could be be obtained, 
and the remark is made ‘‘ Where would the question be 
then.’’ By a happy inspiration the Irish that if 
their conjoint council require additional funds for amy spec- 
ial purpose they. must obtain the sanction.of four-fifths of the 
members attending the annual or a general meeting and 
confirmed in writing by three-fourths of the members of the 
affiliated associations. It would be interesting to have an 
estimate of the time required to go through this procedure 
and to learn where the special object would be after it is 
finished. 

Strong objection is taken to the original scheme because 
a member of three associations would have to pay three 
subscriptions to the National. The Sec. of the Committee, 
Prof. Gofton, has stated that this is not a correct interpreta- 
tion of the rules, but assuming for the moment that it is 
correct, the Irish scheme provides that each affiliated asso- 
ciation shall pay an affiliation fee, so that a member of three 
associations could not escape paying, at least in an indirect 
manner, three contributions to the funds of the conjoint 
council. 

Much concern was shown over the great injustice to mem- 
bers who objected to the payment of the iudividual subscrip- 
tion to the National under the original scheme, and on the 
other hand the Irish scheme for che payment of an affiliation 
fee by each society, was described as capital for the manage- 
ment of a Council such as was suggested, because the 
** subscription would be paid even if half-a-dozen members 
did not like it,’’ ‘‘ if the branches liked to affiliate they could 
not, and would not object.’’ 

Many other points might be taken up, but the cream of 
consistency must be awarded to Mr. McKenny who, in his 
letter of the 5th inst., criticises in detail the objects of the 
original scheme in order to show their impracticability, and 
immediately proceeds to state that he has appropriated them 
all ‘‘ as these and all other matters can be included in broad 
and expressive terms such as have been adopted in the 
Second scheme.”’ 

‘“* Vis unita fortior ’’ should proceed forthwith to Ireland 
in order that his mind may be raised above the level of 
trivialities, and that he may understand that ‘‘ the alteration 
of a few words in the Second scheme would adapt it to the 
ideas expressed by ‘' Vis unita fortior'’ which clearly 
were those of the First scheme with all its gigantic obstacles."’ 
—Yours truly, 


February 5th, 


Home Rv te. 


ar these views | Sir 


AN IRISH APPOINTMENT. 


You will notice in the report of the Boyle No. 1 District 
Council on the enclosed paper a letter from the Local 
Government Board and also one from Mr. Hans in refer- 
ence to the recent appointment of the latter as Chief Dairy 
for that Rural District. 
1. Hans was an agricultural instructor under the De- 
oe of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for 
reland in this County up to last Se ber, when he re- 
signed, as he then stated, to study for the diploma of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. During his term 
of office as Agricultural Instructor I had to uently re- 
port him for treating sick animals, which he did throughout 
the County. His position as Agriculturs! Instructor gave 
him a good introduction to the farmers, and as he was 
allowed to lecture on contagious abortion while he held this 
post, I need not point out that this made many of the 
farmers believe that he was at least a ‘‘ knowledgeable 
man.’’ Since he resigned his office as icultural In- 
structor he has continued to live in Tulsk, which is a small 
village five miles from here. 

When the appointment in Boyle No. 1 Rural District 
was being made, I am informed Messrs. Watson, veterinary 
surgeons, Boyle, applied for it but were not sppointed 
owing, I believe, to the District Councillors refusing to pay 
the salary at which they applied (the position was then 
advertised-to be given by tender.) It was then readver- 
tised at a salary of £25 per annum, and a man called 
Sheodian was appointed by the District Council, but the 
L.G.B. refused to sanction him on the ground of not being 
a qualified veterinary surgeon, which the L.G.B. then de- 
clared was the only one competent to carry out the Order. 
It was again advertised at £25 perannum. This time the 
advertisement stated that the applicant should be a veteri- 
nary surgeon or any other person. Mr. Hans was the only 
applicant, and he was appointed. You will notice in the 
report what the L.G.B. stipulates, viz. : 

1. Residence in or near Boyle. 

2. That the substitute should be a resident veterinary 
surgeon in Boyle Union. 

3. That he should obtain the diploma in Veterinary 
Science of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 

With regard to these: 

1. He lives in the post cffice in Tulsk where his wife is 
postmistress. Unless he takes another residence in Boyle 
Union, I cannot see how he is going to fulfil thi 


obligation. 

2. The veterinary su that acts as his substitute 
should, in my opinion, taken off our Register. Mr. 
McCormack, M.R.C.V.S., not having contradicted Hans’ 
statement that he is willing to act as his substitute, one 
must assume that itis true. I would ask the profession for 
its commént on Mr. McCormack’s action. 

3. I cannot believe our College in Dublin would for a 
moment consent to give any further smattering of veteri- 
nary education to such a person. I, of course, do not refer 
to the course to obtain our diploma. Mr. Hans 
cannot mean to study for our diploma when he says he will 
be only a few months each year at College. I presume he 
wishes to renew his agricultural veterinary education, or 
perhaps take a post-graduate course! With reference to 
this I consider it is a grave mistake that any agricultural 
students should be taught in our Colleges, more especially 
when one remembers what use Hans, and no doubt others, 
are making of what smattering of veterinary education 
they got. . 

Is not our profession strong enough to prevent the possi- 
bility of such an appointment as this being sanctioned by 
the L.G.B.? If not our lot is then hopeless indeed, and I 
must only conclude that ourdiplomais “dear at the price.’’ 
I would ask what would be the position of the medical pro- 
fession as dispensary officers in Ireland if they had not the 
help and protection of the L.G.B. ?—Yours wag 

. A. Ryan. 


(See p. 560.) 
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